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| Advertiſe nent. 


H E Occafion of theſe Ne OTES 

upon Dr. Warren's Impartial 
Churchman, isa Letter I received\ſome 
Time ago from A. C. my good Friend, 


under an abſolute * to com- 
ply with his Demant. 


As the Whole was at firſt Dt 
added priyately, this ſmall Piece had 


never appeared in the World, could 
I have found an eafier Way to ſatisfy 


the Curioſity of all my Friends, than 


the Preſs, which is known to make 
great Diſpatch. 4 ir; | 


| Tun EE ThingsIdefire the Ride 
to obſerye, Th 


K+ A 2 : Firs, 


and Neighbour, who has laid ſo ma- 
ny Obligations upon me, that T was: 


troverſy; but I make. — © wh 


will de in reſpect to the \Prapaſal, or 


. | 14 \ ** \ 
| » 0 * "WE 1 4 4 | Ave 


Advertiſement. 


EE 
low Step by Step, Dr. Warren, but 
only to make a few Generel Remar s 


for the Satisfüctibh off my Friend; 
but, 1 hope, they will be found wa 


comptelſeglive- o nod 0 AHT 
Secondly, 1 have Allg quoted 
Dr. Warren's Words,” ene the 


leaft Alteration: mo 
EN OL Bis! this OM. eiu cf 
Tray, This A 


appear 0 more than 


Reader will be well pleas' to | 
ſeveral Places of 800 150 criptute Fr 2 
Crmically, and vet) ee from 


commOn lnterpterbrs. e, 
1181. | 5 its L et: STEEL 


.k long t know what, De; Murren 


Invitation J make him, at 1 Jaster 
End of this Letter. He can do. no 


leſs than give me an Anlwer,” f 


—— ——— + SR 


Advertiſement, 


-: have not taken Notice of Door 
IWarres's Picture, where he is repre- 
ſented iu all his Pontificalibiu, not 


enly becauſe that is foreign to the 
Queſtion, but alſo becauſe in that, he 
has only followed the Example of 
many others. OY 


. * 
— * LL * 


„Bum as * beende nde J 
cannot forbear complaining of that 
Pragtice, which 1 is a down-xight t Trea- 
n agdinft go ood Senſe and Reaſon, as 
ud As e Man could, not write 

ff. d. onſen ſe, a and Hypeticburk'd 
dj not be ü m. 
Tuar was 1 con- 
ſecrated to the Memory of Eminent 


Aut bors deceaſed, and no Body but 


Quacks and Empericks, durſt venture 
upon that Piece of Vanity; but now 
the Contagion is in a manner general. 
I cannot deny, that in ſome par- 
ticular Caſes, an Author s Picture is 
a ſort 


Advertiſement. 


a ſort of Hzeroglyphick; which diſ- 
covers at once the Beauty of the Book, 
or a Silent Logick, which furniſhes the 
Spectators with gn _ 
ments. | 


Jobn Bunyan being Aptesetted in 
a Sleepy Poſture, is ſufficient to give 
the Readers an extraordinary Cha- 
rafter of his Dreams and Vi Hong. 150 


Ax D Old Richard Baxter, who 
has writ upon Wichcraſt, appears fo 
Gboſtly, that the very "Sight of his 
Picture carries with it a ſtrong Con- 
viction of the n of Sprite and 
Aßpparitions. 2 1. an] 


1 | ” = * - * 
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An . ACT Por 4 Gs Letter 
to the Author. 


Here there will be ſoon a New Com- 
miſſion of the Peace. — I ſhall be 
ſorry; not to find in it \ your Name, 
who ſo well deſerves it. Mie re- 
ally. want Perſons of your Vigilance, 
Judgment, and Probity, in ſuch a Poſt. 

—— *T is a great deal of Pity that you 


exclude your ſelf out of Places of Trug, 
by Prejudices of Education. 


Pray, good Sir, read Dr. Warren's 
excellent Book, Impartial Churchman 
there youll fs neither Invectives, nor 
Raillery, but ſound Arguments, which 
take hold of the very Heart, and 
Conſciences of Men. 


7 cannot conceive, what Objections 
can be made again ſo clear, ſo _ 
an 


4 


| An Abſtract, &c. 


VB and fo ſolid a Treatife. — Pray be 
9 kind, to read it, nad when you are 
4 He, to give me Jour Opinion 
| in Wrinng, a S113 US 


N | \ 
| e wil n 30 am entirely, 
U 1 , þ \ \ 7 2 . 0 4 
| a 28 ” * + — 1 1 . A 4 * 1 | 
| t Ser nt. 
; LIuͤour moſt affectiona e Servant, 
i & WY : | 1 
| IJ "I WF re 420 20 > $ \ F\ IQ L 7 Ys 93 
. 3 N * 
5 ed J k & 4 Y 7 \ ww . \ | ) 7 *. 8 x7 : * p 4 
1 ; a 1 


— 
2 
* 
— 
# 
. 


— 
* 

* 
1 


WESC. 
Impartial Quaker : 


In ANSW EA to 


Dr. Robert Warren. 
FRIEND A. C. 


Return thee my hearty Thanks for thy good 
1 Will and Affection, in recommending me very 
earneſtly, the Peruſal of Dr. Robert Warren's Book, 
The Impartial Churchman ; as a proper Mean to fa- 
cilitate my Tranſlation to thy Church. | 

Ts being a great Token of thy Love and pi- 
ous Zeal, I have, in Compliance with thy Advice, 
read the Book rcoply, ſeriouſly, exaftly, and more 
than once. „ rp _- 
Bur, tho' Iam always ready to obey thy Com- 
mands, when it is in my Power to do it, give me 
Leave to repreſent the Flardſhip thou putteſt upon 
me, in deſiring my Opinion in Writing, of ſuch 
an elaborate Piece as Dr. Warren's Treatiſe. 

1. T approachit with great Fear, at the Sight of 
a powerful SPELL, which is plac'd in the Beginning, 
againſt all manner of Anſwers. 3 
I fear God, and honour the King; beſides, I 
have Chriſtian Charity and Love for the Members 
of the Church of England, yet I know what ſe- 
| | | B vere 


'( 2 ) 
vere Sentence I muſt expect from Robert Warren, 
when I read theſe dreadful Words; To repre- 
ſent the Beauties and Excellencies of the beſt con- 
ſtituted Church in the World, under the moſt 
_ © auſpicious Reign of the beſt of Kings, and the 
beſt of Queens,' (whoſe exemplary of 62 daily 
confirm, by repeated Inſtances, their Majeſties 
© Adoration of her Charms, and their Incourage- 
ment to her Support) can diſpleaſe none, but 
* thoſe who are Enemies to our happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment, or thoſe who profeſs no Religion at all. 
Pref. p. 7. | 
I wonder he does not add [or Traitors to the King] 
for he ſeems to 5kreen himſelf behind King George 
and Queen, Caroline, and who dare be fo Aich as 
to attack a Man under ſuch a Protection? 

2. Tuo deſireſt an Anſwer. in a ſhort Time: 
Doſt thou not conſider, that Dr. Varren has been, 
for ought I know, theſe /hirty Years in compoſing 
ſuch a Beautiful Work? For, it I am not miſtake, 
it looks like the Quinteſſence, the Elixir, the Alko- 
hol, in ſhort, like the precious Relicks of all his 
Sermons, which had been very barbarous to bury in 
Oblivion, and deprive the Publick of ſuch a rich 
PORT RRRTOT 1 
Tais Iam the more inclin'd to believe, becauſe 
in ſeveral Places there is no Coherence, and I can 
_ even diſcover ſome Contradifions, or rather a ge- 
nerous and prudent Compliance with the Times, 
Pl! give one Inſtance, p. 37, 38. The Church is 
a ſpiritual Corporation, fettled by à ſpiritual 
Charter Subject to ſpiritual Laws promulgated 
from above, and contained in the Code, or ſa- 
cred Pandect of the Bible — This Government 
© muſt be very different from the Secular—It was 
ſo originally, nor could it be otherwiſe. I take 
this to have been preached about the Time of Dr. 
SACHEVERELL, but Tempora mutantur, * 1 

r p dot 


* 


6 


os. > 


TD ———äti — 6 
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doth Robert Warren. He thought fit to ſay p. 130» 
131, 132, 133. that © the Church Power is not 
« independant [tho* ſettled by a Charter from 
© Heaven] Her very Convocations are called, con- 
« tinued, licens'd what to treat of, prorogu'd and 
« diffolv'd by the Crown To affirm that the 
Government of the State, and that of the Church, 
are hoth independant, would be to run our 
ſelves upon plain Contradictions and Inconſiſten- 
cies—- No Man can ſerve two Maſters—Should 
a Jury of Criticks go upon this Caſe, how could 
they bring in their Verdict on the Church's Side. 
No doubt this Sermon was made in King George's 
Time. Robert Warren, to pleaſe the People, is 
willing to appear with or without his Surplice, 
Vultu mutabilis, Albus, & Ater. : 

3. Tux third Difficulty I he under in complying 
with thy Demand, is, that I am a plain Dealer, 


* 


averſe to Ceremonies and Compliments, and ex- 


preſs my Thoughts luntly, without any Ornaments 
or Diſguiſe; whereas Dr. Warren has all the engag- 
ing Turns of Eloquence, attended with a prodigi- 
ous Copta Verborum. See how many polite Words 
I have pick'd up, as they came in a few Pages, 
« Pref. p. 7. Adoration of her Charms p. 9. Steady 
* Adherence . Moſt gentle and perſwaſive 
Motives to prevail——p. 11. Hold of the very 
* Heart—p. 12. Labour of Love Book 7 2. 
Conſtant Fidelity P. 3. Great and ſignal 
Characters After much Search, concluded 
the very beſt in the World. 4. So ſenſible 
* of our Felicity —Sweetly diſpoſed Truly 
kind, as to ſtrive affectionately to win — Her 
native Luſtre—Behold her in a true Light 
So incomparable Very alluring — Her 
Foundations ſtrong —— Her Superſtructures ſo 
* ſtately, and her Furnitures ſa very choice and 
ſplendid -The moſt glorious in the World.— 

e B 2 P. 7. 
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p. 7, Neceſſary, or conſtituent Parts—Sound 
and unexceptionable Acme, or higheſt 
Perfeftion———. 11. Infuſion Viviricarive 
of Lirz, or a making Way for that Infuſion— 
NuTRITIVE, as adding to that noble Principle 
by invigorating, or Increaſing — p. 12. Cloſer, 
and ſtronger — —— Can any Union be cloſer, 
than what becomes one Reiterations ne- 
ceſſary The more frequent the better, &c. 

Now would not one believe Robert Warren to 
be made u 1 Sugar and Gingerbread. So that 
my Friend, thou in, a eaſily perceive, what Diſ- 
advidicines and Diſcouragements I labour under, 
but however I obey now thy Commands; be 
pleaſed then to take Notice before I go any far- 


ther, that Tam fo far from being litigious, and of +» 


fe of Contradiftion, that very often I ſhall 


at Dr. Warren's Words, more out of a reſpect- 


fu and profound Admiration of his deep Eloquence, 


than to find Fault with them: Let this be ſaid 
once for all. 


GENERAL Rai whine 


I. Taz firſt Thing I obſerve is, Robert Warren 
in Defence of the Church of England, makes Uſe 
of certain pompous and triumphing Arguments which 


are not commenſurable with thoſe of the rſt Preach- 


ers of the Goſpel, 
+ This certainly, ſays he, is a Church none of us 
have the leaſt Reaſon to be aſhamed of, and as 
- little Reaſon to be afraid to own, Sic we are 
« ſo well aſſured of their preſent Majeſties gracious 
Protection and Encouragement. 


THrarT [SINCEI does not ſound well, and ſeems 


to be brought in by Head and Shoulders, with no 
other View, than to have an Opportunity of com- 
. * Plimenting 
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plimenting the King and the Queen; for we muſt 

- never be aſhamed of the Truth, even in the worſt 

of Times. | 
Hz charges the Diſſenters to keep up the Sepa- 

ration for private Views of Intereſt, or temporal 

Conſiderations, Pref. p. 8. And yet afterwards 

he . himſelf, p. 154, with great Oſtentation, 
f the 


great Proſperity, Maintenance and Riches 
of the Church: Advantages which he ſhould conſi- 


der, are ſufficient to foment Ambition and Hy- 
pocriſy. | 
Da. Warren does not care to ſay with the A- 
{tle Paul, and with us who are called Quakers, 
1 Cor. i. 26. For ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, how 
that not many wile Men after the Fleſh, not man 
Mighty, act many Nobles, are called; but God 
has choſen the tooliſh Things of the World, and the 
weak Things of the World. But the Author takes 
another Way, which 1s to extoll the Learning of 
the Church, p. 173. Tis, ſaith he, EoREOIOus, 
not only in Divinity, Morality and Law, but alſo 
in the Tongues, Philoſophy, Mathematicks, Aſtro- 
© nomy, Geometry, Phyſick, — Hiſtory, Geography, 
Muſick, Poetry, and the like. And no wonder, 
that the Studious ſhould ſometimes abound, and 
even overflow both with profound and polite 
Knowledge, when they are fed and water'd by 
* thoſe Springs, or inexhaufted Fountains of all 
good and ingenious Literature, the two Uni- 
© VERSITIES.. Take Notice, I dont pretend to 
deny the Premiſes of this Argument, but the Uſe 
of it. I hope, Chancellour PzTzr KINO, who; is 
: good Man, will ſerve this Reaſoning with the 
rit Non exeat Regnum ; for J am afraid, it might 
be of dangerous Conſequence in Popiſþ Countries 
againſt the poor Proteſtant Subjects. 
II. Lam ſorry, that Dr. Warren is a Dealer in 
double Entendre. The Author, /aith be, when 


he 
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© he wrote this Diſcourſe, had another Tutendment 
in the Publication of it, which was ——— by. 
the moſt gentle and perſwaſive Motives, to pre- 
© yail upon, if poſſible, the Cool; the Thinking, 
« the Moderate, the Ingenious, the Chriſtian Diſſen- 
fer, to make the following Reflections with him- 
« ſelf, as whether his Belief, that ſuch a Way of 
< Worſhip is the right Way to Heaven, BareLy 
< becauſe he has thought it to be ſo, through the 
Prejudices of Education for ſo many Years, - be 
< a ſure Foundation to build upon, and unleſs he 
« pretends to Infallibility, whether he may not be 
< miſtaken in ſome one or more Points, &c. Pref. 
p. 9, 10.* Dr. Warren had certainly another In- 
tendment: Why does he not tell us directly and 
openly, that his Deſign is to weegle Fools and Block- 
beads into his Church? For in what Part of the 
World is the TyinxinG Man, who has the Weak- 
neſs to claim Infallibility, or who believes himſelf 
in the riglit BAREL V becauſe he thought ſo? 

III. De. WARREN, who calls Schiſmatick, all the 
Diſſenterꝭ without any Diſtinction, ſeems to lay a 
great Streſs upon the Church of England being a 
National Settlement. Does he not conſider, * 


the ſame Power, which made that Foundation, has 


thought fit to authorize the ſeperate Meeting-Places, 
but with this Difference, that the Church of Eu- 
land is ſtraitned and confin'd within her Notes, 
whereas the other Congregations are at full Liberty 


to do what they think fit for the Good of their 


Societies. 

A National Settlement, ſeems to be like a Ca- 
techiſm, which a careful Father puts, for a ſhort 
Time, in the Hands of his young Children, before 
they come to Age of Diſcretion; but when they 


are able to judge for themſelves, he cannot take it 


amiſs, if they recede in ſome particular Points from 


thou 


ow e 


the Letter of the Book which he gave them. Doſt 


2 „ K „ 


1 


2 


(7) 
thou not remember, that thy Son Milliam did in 
his Infancy, learn the Hiſtory of the Bible, by a 
certain Compendium, which, upon the Account of 
Piftures, was very diverting. to the Lad; but 
that ſome Time after, thou didſt ſhed Tears out of 
Joy, when thou found him comparing the Epilome 
with the Scripture it ſelt; and bitterly complaining, 
that now and then it differed from the original 
Account. 8 - | kv. 
. Scnism is the Crime of Uncharitableneſs, Into- 
lerance and Impoſition. K Kren ö 
TRE Prieſts endeavour to make of the Laymen, 
as many Pariſh-Clerks to ſay Amen to their Tnven- 
tions. Variety of Opinions, is ſo far from deftroy- 
ing the Unity of the Church, that it is very uſeful 
in promoting amongſt Chriſtians a laudable Amt 
tiau in the Search of Truth; and if thoſe Differen- 
ces keep within due Bounds of Charity, Meekneſ$, 
Modeſty and Prudence, they make in my Judgment, 
a more delightful Harmony and Conſort, than the 
ſeveral Notes of Prophane Muſic t. 
IV. My Friend, give me Leave to make Uſe 
(mutatis mutandis) ot Dr. Watren's Words, p. 1. 
It is not my Deſign to make any Reflection on 
other Churches, but this, I hope, may be ſaid 
© without any Offence, that I know not any 
Church this Day upon Earth, with which I-- may 
more ſately communicate, than with the People eal- 
led QuAK ERS. And this I do, without any Rewart 
of Three or Four Hundred Pounds a Year, and 
without the Expefation of any great Prefermeut. 
THEy adhere to the true Center of Unity, Ixsus 
Cunlsr, the Head of the Chu RCH, by their Pro- 
feſſion of One Lord, One Faith, One Bat tiſin, One 
God, the Father of all, who is above all. Eph. iv. g. 


THxy are alſo join'd to all the Members of the 


myſtical Body of Jzsuvs CuRIST, by Love and 
Charity, and their conſtant Endeavours to keep the 


UxiTy 


1 2 * 25 — — 


Having Compaſſion one of another, x Pet. iii. 8. 


pear a ſecond Time upon Earth, and to be in 


(8) 


Ur of the Spirit by the Bond of Peace, Eph. iv. 3. 


 Tuzxy preach Purity and Holineſs of Life, and 
ſuch Doctrine which is anſwerable to the Hopes of 
their Calling. mt 

Tuzix Apparel is plain and modeſt, without 
Gaudineſs. 15M 

THrirR LOYALTY to the SOYRBRAIGN Is incom- 
parable ; ſince they are not ſo in the bare writing of 
Canons, and Articles, but Prattically Profeſſed Ene- 
mies to Quarrels, Wars and Seditions. 
 TxziR MODERATION is SIGNAL, in not impo- 
ſing upon their Brethren Heavy Terms of Union. 

TuEIR Meeting-places are very Neat and Decent, 
and more fitted for Uſe and Convenience, than for 
Shew, and Oſtentation. 777788 
_Tnrzx1rs Preachers are not guilty of Sitmony ; 
nor do they affect any particular Habit to exalt 
themſelves above others, Their Diſcourſes - are 
Grave, and Pithy, and according to the Apoſtle; 
Direction, as the Oracles of God; for, as every Man 
has received the Gift, ſo he Miniſters the ſame 10 
others, 1 Pet. iv. 11. | 5 
Tnuxv are ſo far from monopolizing the Dest, that 
they are always ready to ſay unto ſerious Strangers, 
Ye Men and Brethren, if ye have any Word of Ex- 
hortation for the People, ſay on. Acts xiii. 15. 

In ſhort, if it was poſſible for the Apoſtles to ap- 


LY 


London, and Weſtminſter, I make no manner of 
Doubt, but preferably to all other Places of Wor- 
ſhip, they would readily repair to our Meetings, as 
being in all Things, ſo conformable to the Aſſem- 
blies of the Apoſtolical, and truly Primitive Church, 
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The ITN AN e 


and Wonders of the CHURCH of — 
e eonſidered. 5580 | 


-H E Beanties of the Church . Eng Hd as . | 
deliver'd by Dr. Varren, in the Tntroduttion, {1 
are ſo ſingular, chat Pl take the Liberty to take a | 


: full View 7 of them. 12 i 
. If we may Pella an 55 7 * Church | | | 
L 6 & England i is Senior to that of Rome, more chan 5 


« five Years. pag, 1. | 

Anſwer. Oh Strange! Admirable ! Miraculous! | 
Senior to that o Rome. more than five Years.. Such 1 
a Confeſſion ſo little expected, and of a moſt high. 
Importance to Religion, coming from one of | 
Cardinals, who never open, nor put their Mouths, 
but for the, Intereſt of Popery, makes me belicye, 
that Balaam's Aſs has had Succeſſors, and even, for 
ought I know, in a continued and uninterrupted line. 

© 2. Tur Government of this Church is known 
to be EpiscopAl, pag. 2.” Pulchrum eſt Epy- 
capart but of this more hereafter. 

Tsaac Casauson, the Pnokxix of the 

6. 1 Saru, the Sun of Knowledge, the incom- 
* parable Man, and the immortal Glory of his 
Age (as well as Grotius and Forbeſius of Aberdeen.) 
has declar'd, that the moſt entire Part of the Re- 
formation is in England, pag. 2 


Anſwer. They were welcome to tell their Mind ; 
And What then ? 

* 4. No Church can pretend to more Loyal 
Principles, or recommend itſelf more to the Fa- 
© vour of Princes, by the conſtant Fidelity of its 3 
* Members, than the Church of England. 1 

Anſwer. This is, no doubt, one of Dr. Jar- 5 


rens 1 


— — 
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Tag. 125, ta 158 3 and alſo from pag. 169, to 


bare Promiſes, and real Performances; for inſtead 


more immediate and peculiar Manner. 


but with Countenance from the Civil Power, and 


* 
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ren's favourite Texts; for he preaches upon it from 


173: In all 36 Pages, the greateſt Part of a 
Sermon. | . FE, 
Bur it ſeems he makes no Difference between 


of ſhewing that the Church is actually Loyal, which 
I don't deny, he proves, *tis her Duty to be Loyal; 
and that alſo by ſuch odd, intricate, and far- fetched 
Arguments, that one may ;yety juſtly ſay, that 
Dr. Warren does learnedly argue ex abſurdo. But 
let's hear him: By her firſt Canon, ſhe, aſcribes 
«Supremacy to the King. —— Prerogative always 
given to Princes by God Himſelf, pag. 123. 
* They are ſpoken of, not 19 an abſtract, but con- 
crete Senſe — of them it is notified, that they 
were ordained,  7g)ay wiv, Hheedfully placed, or 
« with nice Advertency ordered into their ſublime 
Offices, much as Soldiers in an Army are care- 
fully rank'd, and put into their particular Poſts 
or Stations, and therefore 74Jeyue ſignifies 0 
< or Legion; which makes it clearer yet, that all 
< ſupreme Governors are promoted by God in a 


 ?*T1s alſo by ſuch concluſive Arguments, that he 
pleads for the ſignal Moderation of the Church of 
England at the Reformation; © For, /aith he, pag. 
113, in that great Work She took not one Step, 


jn Concurrence with it. 

Wo ſhould not believe, that the Body of the 
Clergy made a Scheme of Reformation, and earneſtly 
recommended it to the King, and Parliament for 
their Concurrence ; whereas the greateſt Part of 
the Prieſts were againſt that good Work, and that 
notwithſtanding their Oppolition, 1t was finiſhed 
Authoritatively by the Civil Power. 25:3 Pa 4p 


I muſt 


W 


(1) 
1 muſt not forget, that under pretence of praiſing 
is Loyalty of the Church, Dr. Warren is continually 


Flinging his Cenſer, full plumb, into the King's and 
ueen's Face, but with an humble Proteſtation that 


he can't reach them : * And no wonder, /aith be, 


* 


I ſhould want a Talent for their juſt Encomium, 
when that may be the Caſe of choiceſt Orators ;— 
the Sons of Eloquence may be all ſilent, as un- 
able to reach their tranſcendent Character. And 
as for my unworthy ſelf, who am none of them, 
I have but this one Word to ſay, that all we can 
think and ſpeak of their preſent Majeſties, and 
call we are able to do for them, can never exceed 
« their real Merits. pag. 144. 

*5. Tris alſo is that Church which enjoyed 
* Lvcivs the firſt Chriſtian King, pag. 3. 

Anſwer. Dr. Warren ſpeaks as poſitively, as if 
he had taught King Lucius his Primmer, or been 
one of his Chaplains, whereas ſome are of Opinion 
there never was ſuch a Man in the World, and *tis 
thought to be a downright Fable. 

| & Trar Church had the Honour to have born 

© in it, the fir Chriſtian Emperor and Empreſs, 
namely, CoNSTANTINE 1e Great, and the 
Moſt Religious HELEN A. 

Anſwer. What Power has Robert Warren to Na- 
turalize Foreigners without an A of Parliament. 
The Place of Conſtantine's Nativity is very uncer- 
tain, for the Words of Enemius in the Panegyrick 
of this Emperour, ſeem to relate not to his Birth, 
but to his Inaugaration. O fortunata, & nunc om- 
nibus terris beatior Britannia, que Conftantinum 
Cæſarem prima Vidiſti. Happy Britain, the Country 
which firſt did ſee Conſtantine 10 be a Czfar. As for 
his Religion, he was bred up in 1dolatry, and ſo con- 
tinued in it till he was about five and thirty Years 
of Age, 


a 
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War Country his Mother Helena came from, 
or whether ſhe did ever ſo much as ſet her Foot up- 
on Þritih Ground, Hiſtorians ſay not. She was a 
ſuperſtitious old Woman, to whom, 'tis faid, the 
Invention of the Croſs, ſo profitable to the Popiſh 
Clergy, is owing. As for the Name of Empreſs, 


ſhe does hardly deſerve it, for ſhe had been expelled 


by her Husband Conſtantius Chlorus, not only be- 
fore he came into this Iſland, but even before he had 
the Dignity and the Title of Cz/ar. No doubt, ſhe 
had been no better than ſhe ſhould be, for that 
Prince is much commended for his Benignity and 
Tuſtice. | 
LET it be how it will, I promiſe to diſturb nei- 
ther King Lucius, nor Conſtamtine, nor his Mother 
Helena, if Dr. Warren is willing to enter into a fort 
of Compoſition with me, and take Pope Joan into 
his Protection, the unfortunate Pope Foan, whom a 


ſqueamiſb, and over-buſy foreign Miniſter, had for- 


merly attempted to annhilate, and whom Profeſſor 
Spanheim of Leyden, has in a very learned Book 
Reinſtated in her real Exiſtence. 
Axp indeed JohN ENnGLI1sH, for ſuch was her 
Name, has been a true Britan, educated in the 


Church of England, and famous for a ſound and 


bright 7u nt, - Eloquence, and Learning, but 
To 4 22. and Devotion, which Chriſtian 
Charity forbids us to call by the Name of Diſſimu- 
lation, and Hypocrifie. WT | 

Taz very Circumſtances of her Misfortune are 
a plain Demonſtration, that this illuſtrious Perſon 
was more intent upon the Diſcharge of her Duty, 
and the Miniſterial Fundlions, than the Preſervation 
of her Life. „ 

Her Chaſtity ought not to be brought in Queſti- 
on, when ſhe might poſſibly have a lawful Hul- 
band. As for taking upon her the Sacerdotal Dig- 


nity, ſhe did, no doubt, flatter herſelf to have, 


like 


(13) 


like a Propheteſs, an extraordinary Miſſion $ or ſhe 
acted in Conformity to the receiv'd Opinion, that 
the Election of a Pope is made by an immediate Di- 
rection of the Holy Spirit. ä 
War does Dr. Warren think of Urſula at the 
Head of Eleven Thouſand Virgins, all Martyrs bred, 
and born in the Church of England. I hope, he 
will- not forget in a ſecond Edition, theſe Great 
and Signal Characters, and ſuch as no other Church 
is able io boaſt of. 

7. I ſhall, ſaith Dr. Warren, add one greater 
Honour than them all, [ better, and better, quoth 
he] namely, that as the Religion of our Church 
« was Sealed by the Blood of King Charles the Firſt, 
the firſt Royal Martyr that ever was in the World, 
* ſo at his Death he leſt her the richeſt Legacy he 
could, even the moſt honcurable Character that 
could poſſibly be beſtowed on the beſt of Churches; 

« for this Advice he gave to his Royal Sons, the beſt 
« Profeſſion of Religion I have ever eſteemed that 
of the Church of England, &c. p. 3. 

Anfwcr. No doubt, theſe Noble Thoughts came 
into the Head of Dr. Varren, when he mounted 
the Roſirum upon a 3oth of January. I wiſh, he 
had been ſweetly diſpos'd, to put his Reaſoning in 
a regular Syllogiſm, for I verily believe, that 
Ariſtotle, that great Maſter of Arts, could hardly 
have done it. | 

What does he mean, in recommendig the Religion 1 
of thy Church, as Sealed by the Blood of King i 
Charles ? Don't theſe Expreſſions ſeem to put the p41 
Death of that Prince upon the ſame Level with | i 

| 
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that of Jesus Cnx1sT ? This is a new Way of 
preaching the Goſpel, to chuſe Religion by the 
t1- Guſto of Soveraigns. 9 
ul- Ds. Warren does pun mightily upon the Word 5 
ig FIRST. Lucius the Firſt Chriſtian King. Con- 593 
ve, WM fantine the Firſt Cbriſtian Emperour. * ! 
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Firſt Chriſtian Empreſs. Charles the Firſt Royal 
Martyr. I can't imagine in what the Honour of 
Precedence in being Murdered does conſiſt. 

I am very ſorry, that King Charles has pur- 
chas'd, at ſo dear a Rate, the vain, and empty 
Title of being the Firſt Royal Martyr that ever was 
in the World, a Title, which, Iam afraid, may be 
diſputed by Conradin King of Naples, who was 
beheaded Anno 1269, in his Capital, for denying 
the Pope's Power of depoſing Princes, and may, 
upon that Account, put in his Claim, as the Firſt 
Royal, and Proteſtant Martyr. 

As for the Legacy, let it be very Rich, the Richeſt 
in the World, yet Two of the King's Children, 
ſome ſay three] did ſcorn it, and declar'd them- 
elves Romaniſts. Tam glad, that by their Renun- 
ciation, the Legacy is devolv'd upon King Grorce, 
whom God Bleſs. | 

8. TRE laſt Beauty of the Church of England is 
very ſingular. < Pope Paul the IVth made this 
Offer to Queen Elizabeth, that if ſhe would but 
ovn his Supremacy, he would confirm our Way 
of ſerving God, Sc. pag. 4. | 

Anſwer. I let this drop very gently, for, if I 
am not miſtaken, Dr. Warren is aſham'd of it, 
and promiſes to ſuppreſs it in his next Edition. As 
for me, I had rather have the Honour to be con- 
demn'd by the hore of Babylon, than to have the 
Diſzrace of her Approbation. 


The CrEtDs conſidered, 


L enter the firſt Chapter, but as the Author has 
thought fit, inſtead of plain, and intelligible In- 
ſtructions, to pay his Auditors with Figures and 
Trophies, I'll make but few general Remarks. 

The Principles [of the Church], ſaiuh be, are 
Sound and Unexceptionable. They agree wo 
A, «© wil 
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« with the three Holy Creeds, and alſo with the 
four firſt general Councils, p. 7, To which ] 
anſwer. - | | 

1. Dr. Warren forgets that he has ſubſcrib'd to 
Seven Creeds,., 1. To the Creed called the Apoſtles 
Creed. 2. To the Nicean, firſt Edition, Anno 325. 
2. Ditto, ſecond Edition, with Amendments, Anne 


383, in the third Council, of Conſtantinople. 4. Ditto, 


third Edition, with further Amendments, in the 
ninth Century, or thereabout. 5. To . the: Atha- 
naſian Creed, about the ſixth Century. 6. To 
the Book of Canons. 7. And to the thirty-nine 
Articles. | | 
2..1-wiſh, that the Creed-makers had kept religi- 
ouſly to the Expreſſions of the Holy Scripture, and 
not taken the Liberty of ccining. new Words, un- 
der Pretence of explaining tie Doctrine more fully, 
and more clearly than the Apoſtles. 
3. Way ſo many CREEDS, as if Religion was 
intended, far nothing elſe but to be mended ? How 


many more ſhall we have before the End of the 


World? Doſt thou not think that when Servants 


change their Livery, there's very good Reaſon to 


believe, that they have alſo changed their Maſters ? 

4. I can't forbear taking Notice of Dr. Warren's 
bold and ſurprizing Concluſion, p. 6. So that if 
* we may be ſaved by that Faith, which was thought 
« ſufficient by the Apoſtles and the beſt of Chriſtians, 
we need not ſeek a new one from any Church in 


* Chriſtendom.” As if the Apoſtles knew any thing, 
of the Nicean and Athanaſian Creeds, or of the firit 


four general Councils; and alſo if the Clergymen ot 
the N fifth, fixth, ſeventh, &c. Centuries, are 
to be accounted the het Chriſtians in the World. 
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I find, Dr. Warren does not much care to ſay 
with the Apoſtle Paul, I thank God, I baptized 
none of you, for he recommends earneſtly Water. 
Baptiſm, as highly beneficial, and neceſſary, even 
in contradictory Circumſtances. 

Art chou holy? Be baptized, for of ſuch i is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. P. 9. 

Art thou not Holy? Be baptized, for it is an 
Ablution of the worſt Impurity, ibid. 
Ii 2. Where does he read in . that Jesvs 
| CuRIs T has peremptorii) commanded Water. Baptiſm, 
ql as he affirms it, pag. 8. No doubt, he has in View, 
i Sh; Matt. xxviti. 19. Go ye diſciple all Nations,  bapti- 

| zing them in the Name of the Father, &c. But where- 
1 ever we read the Word Baptize, muſt it be 1 Imme- 
if diately underſtood of Water-Baptiſm ? 
1 3* There Mention made in Scripture of four 
| Sorts of Baptiſms. 1. Water - Baptiſm. 2. The 
| Baptiſm 0 Fi Spirit. 3. The Baptiſm of Tribulation, 
| 4. The aptiſm of Inſtruction. 
Wi 4: YET Bent! o, 229 do not only fignifie to 
| | Dipp, Immergere, but 2lfo Imbuere, Ti Ingere, to 


10 imbrue, to make a Dye, in which Signification the 
ith. Word is applied Mztaphorically to the Mind, even 
40 in the Engliſh Tongue, for a good ud found In- 

101 ſtruction is the true Dye of the Soul. 

1 g. Tis of the Baptiſm of Inſtruction, that Jeſus 
! 


li  Chrif#t ſpeaks, when he ſaith, diſciple all Nations, 

| Baptizing them. He does not fa wh Diſciple all Na- 
tions, and then dip into, or ſprinkle them with Water, 
but diſciple, baptizing, &c. So that it appears, that 
1 the Sort of Baptiſm here commanded, is the Means, 
if | the Inſtrument, the Method, and Subject of the In- 
ſtruction, by which the Profelyte i is 1 in his 
ky Knowledge; whereas a Man comes out of the Pond 
1 no 


"09-2 
no morenorleſs knowing than he was before. In ſhort, 
Feſus Chriſt orders his Diſciples to convert all Nati- 
ons, by imbruing them with the full Do#rine that re- 


lates to One God the Father, to the Son as Mediator, 
and to the Influence and Effects of the Holy Spirit. 


T be Lo RPD's SupPER. 


Dr. TWarren, according to his uſual Method, finds 
Great 8 in the Lord's Supper. As the for- 
0 mer þ ater-Baptiſm] is with bim, a Vivificative 
« Infuſion of Divine Lite into Souls, or a makin 
Way for that Infuſion ; ſo the latter [the Lord's 
« Supper] 1s Nutritive, as adding to that Noble 
Principle, by invigorating, or increaſing it, p. 1 1. 

But what's all this to the Purpoſe, "when the 
Revelation is not of his Side? Let him prove by 
Scripture the Neceſſity of a perpetual Obſervance 
of that Ceremony? And alſo its Virtue and Effi- 
cacy by the — Authority, in plain, clear, and 
poſitive Words? And then [I'll ſpeak to him. 

The 1 Indignation which Dr. IWarren 
does juſtly ſhew againſt Tran/ubſtantiation, p. 13. 
convinces me that he 18 no Romaniſt ; but I can 
make no Senſe of the following Words, except he 
be for the Ridiculous Doctrine of Impanation, or an 
Occaſional Lutheran, * * Tis [the Supper] the great 
© Inſtrument of their Conjunction with him. 
Can any Union be cloſer, than what is made be- 

* tween us, and Things we eat and drink, which 
* become one with us by Digeſtion, and phyſical 
Incorporation,“ P. 11; I with the Doctor may 
underſtand himſelf, | 


LiTURGT. 


Tas Liturgy comes next: It may be © moſt 
« pious, judiciouſly compoled, and Py _ 
D « excel- 
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« excellently worded.” (In the Judgment of Dr: 
Warren) p.22, But, why we ſhould like Babes 
be confin'd to that Form, I ſee no Reaſon, ſince 
every Body knows his own Wants, and ſpiritual 
Circumſtances, and ought to pray by the Spirit. 

Tis our Duty to pray frequently, upon which 
Dr. IVarres is ſo kind, as to confirm that laudible 
Practice by his venerable Antiquity. 

* SoMe did pray three Times a Day, p. 24. but 
< whether that Number had any Relation to the 
* Bleſſed Trinity of the Holy Manſions.” The Doc- 
tor is uncertain. ©* Elſewhere we find the Hours of 
Prayer more fully accounted for, viz. they prayed 
in the Morning, becauſe the Night being paſt, God 
« enlightens us with the returning Day. 2. At the 
LING third Hour [our Nine] namely, becauſe Pilate 
14 then denounced Judgment againſt the Lord. 
1 3. At the Sixth [our Noon] becauſe he was then 
00. ſuffering on the Croſs, 4. At the Ninth [three in 
Wi Afternoon] becauſe all Things were diſturbed, 
| < and frighted with his Crucifixion. 5. In the 
TINTH < Evening, becauſe Night is given us for Reſt after 
it < -our daily Labours,* I never thought the Fathers 
I 1 were ſo myſteriouſly pragmatical. 


Boing at the Name of Ixsus. 


THe Ceremonies of the Church, p. 158. which 
Dr. Warren does repreſent as grave and decent, and 
free from Levity and vain Affectation, deſerve a 
particular Conſideration. p 
I begin by Bowing at the Name of IEsus, of 

ood Ule, /aith the Author, at leaſt in the Re- 

earſal of the Creeds, as teſtifying his Divinity, 
againſt Deiſts and Socinians, not fo mention Jews 
and QUAKERS, P. 162. be 
1 I deliver ro Dr. Warren, as to a proper Officer, 
141 the Deiſts, Socinians and Fews, to be by him 8 1 
os but 
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but what Buſineſs has he . to meddle with the 
People called Quaters, and to put them in ſuch 
bad Company. 

I am ſurpriſed at ſuch a Proceeding ſo little ex- 
pected, ſo uncharitable, and ſo unworthy of a Chri- 
tian; and pray what's become of the Man, who 
lately pretended to be ſweetly diſpoſed towards his 
Diffenting Brethren ? The Tree is known by its Fruit. 

Dozs Dr. Warren believe, that a Figure of Rhe- 
torick ¶ not to mention] will be a ſufficient Apology for 
ſuch a vile Aſperſion. 

Tuis Acculation is not only Groundleſfs, but ill 
timed, and muſt fall very heavy upon himſelf, 
when he 1s defending an inſignificant Geſticulation, 
in Breach of, and contrary to the Rules of his Soci- 
ety, which expreſly forbid the Uſe of any other 
Ceremonies, but of thoſe which are ordered by Law. 

TRE Reaſon that he gives for that Cuſtom, diſ- 
covers the Weakneſs of his Judgment, and the Raſh- 
nels of his Zeal : © Tis, ſaith be, of good Uſe, as 
« teſtifying the Divinity of Feſus Chriſt. 

Bur, why ſuch a Motion of the Body, which is 
commonly practis'd amongſt Men, in their reci- 
procal Viſitations, ſhould now be a direct Acknow- 


ledgment of the Divinity of our Saviour, I cant un- 
derſtand. 


His Critical Notes upon Philip ii. 9, 10. ſeem, 
by the ejaculatory Prayer, O moſt holy and glorious 
Jeſus, &c. p. 164 to be the Scraps of a Sermon. 
They are all of a Piece with the other Remarks, 


'B A loud Nothing, or according to the Italian Pro- 
- verb, Buono per la Predica; and deſign'd to make 
3 the ignorant People admire the profound Learning 
5 


of the Preacher ; for he finds in that Text, by the 
Help of two or three Greek Words, and an He- 
reto one, the Eternal Generation of the Son of God. 
By giving Chriſt his Name, ſaith be, muſt be 
meant giving him his Perſon, which indeed was 

* given 
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given him by Gad, as much as a Father gives 
Being to his Son, p. 163, 164.” Whereas Paul 
does ſpeak of a Name, or rather of a Power above 
all Powers, which has been given to Jeſus Chriſt, 
not from Eternity, but at his Death or Reſurrection. 
He became obedient unto Death, Wherefore God alſo 


hath given him a Name, which is above every Name, 


But Dr. Warren does not ſcruple to murder the 
Meaning of the Scripture, ſo long as he has an Op- 
portunity of ſpitting his Venom upon our innocent 
People. God keep us from ſuch Criticks, 

He muſt take for himſelf his own Bombaſtick 
Words, p: 186. As ſome ſtumble at Straws, and 
© ſtart at Shadows, and puzzle themſelves with 
< meer Nothings; ſo others ſeek for Knots in Bul- 
< ruſhes, and find out ſtrange Things, where there 
are none, or frame them where they are not to be 
found.“ As Dr. Warren has done upon this Oc- 
caſion. = 7 2 ML IF | 
Bor I percerve, I am out of my natural Temper, 
I hope, Friend A. C. thou'll be fo kind, as to for- 
give me this ſmall Token of my juſt Indignation. 


Signing with the Sign of the Cnoss. 


I ſhall be as ſhort as poſſible upon the other Ce- 
remonies, tho* Dr. Warren doth repreſent them ſo 
incomparable, and ſo very alluring, that his Ma- 
nagement is enough to reinſtate me in my former 
good Humour - DT 4.8 

. Hex ſpeaks with a great Deal of Contempt of the 
Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, - p. 160. It is, /aith 
be, but a poor Aereal:Figure————lIr adds no- 
thing to the Virtue or Perfection of Baptiſm, fo 
« omitting it, can neither diminiſh its Subſtance, 
nor detract from its Efficacy.“ And pray what 
is it good for? Is it to drive away the Flies from 
the Child's Face? O, a much greater Uſe! A 

« vole 19. | | n 
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« muſt make them [the Spectators] more intent 
upon the Redeemer's Service, and more faithful 
in it, as it puts them in Mind of that immenſe 
« Favour, his bitter Death for them, p. 160, 
| T x1s is very witty, Dr. Warren is an agreeable 
| and wonderful Maſter of that Part of Rhetorick cal- 
= led Invention: But is he not a naughty Boy to over- 
- look his Task? I mean the Reaſon alledged by Au- 
. thority, that the Sign of the Croſs fs a Token, that the 
. Child ſhall not be aſhamed hereafter, to confeſs the 
Faith of Chriſt, &c. 
k I own, the Officiaxt promiſes more than he can 
1 ſee perform'd, yet I believe the Sign of the Croſs 
1 might be turn'd into a charitable Vow, I with the 
- Child may bear all the Crofles of this miſerable 
e World as eaſily, as this poor Aereal One. 
e 


Kneeling at the Communion. 


TRE Diſpute relating to the Poſture in which the 

1 the Communicant ought to receive the Bread and the 

* Vine, is a Controverſy in which we Quakers are not 
at all concern'd. 

Bor if thou ſhould accidentily require my Opini- 

on about it, I am not willing to diſappoint thy 


Expectation. KA | 
* TRE Reaſon Dr: Warren gives for Kneeling, is, 
ſo That, we having in that ſolemn Ordinance near 
= « Acceſs to the Moſt High God, and even aſton- 
er iſhing Familiarity with him, it becomes us to ap- 

« proach Him in ſo humble a Poſture' [Kneeling] 
he Now Friend A. C. if thou pleaſeſt to make an 
th Impartial Puaker an Arbitrator in this Caſe, I 
5. think Dr. Warren's Concluſion is wrong, and that 
ſo if the Familiarity be ſo aſtoniſbing, there is no other 
e, Foſture anſwerable to that Familiarity, than Sitting, 
at Ix vain does he pretend, that of all Poſtures 
Mm © uſed at the Euchariſt, Sitting may well be the 
It * leaſt Reverential, if we conſider who began it.“ 
uſt r pet | For 
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For, pray, who began it but the Apoſtles in Pre- 
ſence of Jeſus Chriſt ! Is it not ſaid poſitively, Mat. 
xxvi. 20. Mark xiv, 18. Luke xxii 14. that Jeſus 
Chriſt fat down, and the Twelve Apoſtles with 
him? And did not their Way of Sitting at Table, 
which was ſomewhat between $i//ing and Lying, de- 
monſtrate the muſt aftoniſhing Familiarity that 
a can be conceiv'd? 

Is it not, Friend A. C. a great Preſumption to 
contrive Modes of Worſhip, as more Reverential 
than thoſe practis'd by the Apoſtles, with the Con- 
fent of their Maſter; and if the Congregations 
which receive it Sitting, muſt be net are 
they not condemned in very good Company ? 

« Bur, ſaith Dr. Warren, the Arians were the 
< firſt who introduc'd it, [the Sitting Poſture] 
< when- they denied Chriſt's Divinity =————— A 
© Precedent ſo unworthy, that, as no good Chri- 
ſtians can be proud to imitate it, ſo neither can 
they do it for the Sake of their Example, p. 162. 
This is a down right Fiction, contriv*d for no other 
View, than to raiſe a Mob, and throw Dirt at thoſe 
who do not receive the Supper in a Kneeling Po- 
ſture. | 

I ſuppoſe Dr. Warren has taken upon Truſt, this 
groundleſs Imputation, as well as the Aſſertion p. 
161, that the Romaniſts pay Adoration to the Hoſt 
only when it is Elevated; whereas they do actually 
worſhip it. in all Places, and at all Times, eſpeci- 
ally at the Communion 28 
Bur I am much more ſurpris'd, that Dr. War: 
ren ſhould be ignorant of the very Particulars of 
his own Liturgy. I have carefully peruſed that 
Part which relates to the Communion-Service, but I 
can find no where, that either before, at, or after 
Conſecation, the Symbolicat Body and Blood of Chriſt, 

—_. the Bread and the Wine] is offered up to Gad by 
{| e Priefts, as he affirms, p. 166. | = 
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How glad am I, that one who is called a Qua- 
ker, ſhould be capable of rectifying Robert Warren, 
the Maſter of Maſters in his own Trade. 


Bowing to the East. 


A fourth Ceremony is adoring towards the Fatt, 
or doing religious Reverence and Obeiſance towards 
the Communion-Table, It ſeems, the Practice or 
Omiſſion of it, is left to the good Will and Plea- 
ſure of every Body, A fair Indication, ſaith Dr. 
« Warren, that our Church is not for our running 
« too far, where we go upon weak Grounds, p. 164. 
But if there be but a weak Foundation fot that Ce- 
remony, Why does he call it a © pious Reverence, 
not unfit to be paid to God's Majeſty, in the 
Place of his publick Worſhip? ibid. 

Ir the Worfhip was towards the H, where the 
Font is placed, I make no Manner of Doubt, bur 
Dr. Narren would cr 7 ſtoutly, a laudable Cuſtom, 
to put People in Mind of their "Bapriſ mal Obligations ; 
but now he is furniſhed with another Story. 

DR. WARREN aſſures us, [in Verbo Sacerdotis) 
that Adam did worſhip his Maker by bowing to- 
« wards the Eaſt. p. 165 From whence he has 
receivꝰd an Intelligence of that high Importance to 
Religion, I can't tell: No Doubt it muſt be from 
the old Records left in the Ar, which, if we believe 
Travellers, is ſtill to be ſcen upon Mount Ararat. 

He adds, that Reverential Ceremony was al- 
« tered in Jemen s Time, for ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
but it was reviv'd in Oppoſition to the Jets, when 
* they had ungratefully, and unworthily rejected 
* the Meſſiah, and wickedly flain him, p. 163. 
Another Piece of Secret Hiſtory, known to no Body | 
but to the Author, and eminent Virtuolo 1 in Roe 
libetex quoliberi/ms. 
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T am apt to believe, that Dr. Warren has ano. 
ther Reaſon in pelto, and the very beſt of all, which 
he does induſtriouſly conceal, v:z. that the Prieſt; 
out of Gratitude can do no leſs, than pay due Re. 
verence to the Altar, their great Benefactor, by 
which they live plentifully and in Tranguillity. 


White Surplice. 
White Surplices make the Prieſts look like Male. 


factors who are condemned to do Pennance in a 
white Sheet, yet I dare ſay nothing againſt that 
Cuſtom 3 That white YVeſtments, ſaith the Author, 
p. 167. are moſt ſuitable to God's publick 
Service [M. B. in the Chriſtian Church] we have 
< thd Judgment of the wiſeſt Man that ever lived, 
< atteſted by his open Royal Approbation, even 
the famous King Solomon. 


_ Church-Mufick. 


I cannot agree with the Author, that Church. 
< Muſick, as it affects the Mind, and ſo elevates 
the Soul, and raiſes her Devotion, p. 168. 


Ir Dr. Warren had a large Account of vaſt Sums 


of Money to draw up, I leave it to him to judge, 
whether an /alian Conſort would be a ſuitable Pre- 
paratory to ſettle a true Ballance of Debtor and 
Creditor. 

Do not Muſicians brag, that by the Charm of 
the Sounds, they can make Fools of their Hearers, 
by throwing them into Melancholy, Exceſs of oy, 
or of Anger; which ſhews that Muſick is able to 
deprive People of their Underſtanding z whereas 
the Service of God ought to be rational. The 
more the Ear is pleaſed, the leſs the Heart can ſe- 
dately and leaſurely fix its Thoughts upon the eſ- 
ſential Object of Devotion. 1 
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I have on my Side, a vaſt Number of Perſons, 
who prefer the plain Service of a Puriſb Church, to 
that of Cathedrals, where their Animal Spirits are 
continually pur in convulſion by the rating Noiſe 

! of the Organs. | 
Taxxe's neither Piery nor Devotions in Sounds: 
that is the only Prerogative of the Senſe annext to 
Words. Now I have taken Notice, that in a par- 


ticular Part of the Church-Service, Organs do pay 
e. 2 »*,4 * 
4 a voluntary, that is, an inſtrymental Noiſe is heard, 
and no Body a ſinging: What is that Rumbling 
5 for? Does it not hinder the Aſſiſtants from making 
ck with a quiet Mind, ſerious Reflections upon the 
ba great Buſineſs they are about? Would it not be 
0 better, there ſhould be an abſolutely profound Si- 


lence in the Aſſembly, to give an Opportunity to 
ſincere Chriſtians to recollect themſelves, improve 
their Thoughts, and beg the Influence of the Spirit. 


| Epiſcopal Government, 


op Tur Author has Marcy ſpent, in Favour of 

Epiſcopacy, Ordination, Excommunication, and Ab- 
TO. ſolution, and againſt Lay-Elders, whom his Soul does 
"% abominate, above one Third of his whole Book: 
. So natural. it is for a Man to enlarge upon the U/ſe- 


fulneſs, the Beauty, and Excellency of his Trade, 


and Hz is very laviſh of his gaudy Rhetorick, and 
aid ſo full of Repetitions and; of Conjectures, inſtead of 
ers ſound Arguments, that *tis difficult to follow him 


amongſt the Briers: Beſides, that Controverſy be- 
Joy, : * N . 
ing common, and in a Mannet worn out, thou 


4 .. can'ſt not expect I ſhould enter deep into the Merit 
OO Os 
> fo. I hope Friend A. C. thou wilt be fatisfied, if 1 
e ef. examine Dr. Warren's Reaſons, ſo far as he pleads 


Scripture:for his Voucher; but, for his venerable 
Antiquity, viz. Fragments collected from the 
E Canons 
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Canons of the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Con Hntions ; 
Books that he knows, or ought to 1 to be 


ſpurious; or from thoſe who are called Fathers of 


the Church, I think their Authority does not de- 
ſerve the leaſt Conſideration. BK, 

I own theſe Authors are lawful Witneſſes of the 
Opinions, Cuſtoms and Manners of their Times, 
but they were all Biſhops or Prieſts ; and is it equi- 
table, they ſhould be Judges, Witneſſes and Fury- 
men, in their own Caſe, when it was their Intereſt 
to magnify their Power and Authority? And to 
prove that they have done it, I appeal to Dr. War- 
ren's own Quotations. a7 

TRE Author pretends, that Epiſcopacy is of Di- 
vine Inſtuution, co-eval with the Apoſtles, and ought 
to continue without any Alteration untill the End 
of the World, vide p. 32. &c. 


1. I anſwer, if that Government was eſſential to 


the Church, God in his Goodneſs, would undoubt- 
edly have declar'd it in poſitive, clear and plain 
Words ; without leaving an Inſtitution of that Im- 
portance to Dr. Warren's Logick to make out. 
2. I confeſs, that if a bare Name could decide 
the Queſtion, they were in the Time of the Apoſtles 
*raiexona Overſeers or Inſpectors, ſettled in ſeveral 
Places, for the Promotion of the Goſpel, and for 
the Inſtruction of the Proſelytes; but the Scripture 
does not enter into Particulars, relating to the 
Method of their Election, their Number, in any 
individual Place; nor the Nature, Extent and 
Power of their Undertaking. | 
3. Trax Fews, (beſides the Temple, the grand 
Place of Worſhip) had ſeveral Synagogues, and 
private Schools, where the Law of Moſes was ex- 
Plain'd, and nice Points of Religion diſcuſſed in 
their Way; but it does not appear, that the Pre- 


ſence of the ſacred Butchers, I mean the Prieſts and 


the Levites, was eſſentially neceſſary to thoſe Aſ- 
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ſemblies. Prieſts and Scribes are not ſynonymous 
Words in the New Teſtament. 

*T1s very likely, that the ve A . Chriſti- 
ans, being all of them converted Fews, did, in an 
Human, but Godly Prudence, follow the Method 
they. were uſed 4 in Places appointed for their 
Inſtruction, common Edification, and the Glory 
of God. 

4. Bur Epiſcopacy, which has reigned ſo long 
in the Bn and does ſtill prevail beyond Sea, 
has another Orig gin; for as fo 
had in a vaſt Number embraced Chriſtianity, 
bout the ſecond-Century, they brought their — 
along with them, and the Heathen Pontifical Go- 
vernment was made the Form, and Model of 
Epiſcopacy. 

THAT appears almoſt to a Demonſtration, be- 
cauſe the Biſhops have taken the Veſtments, the 
Mitre, the Staff, and the other In/ignia of the Hea- 
then Prieſts, and that the Biſhopricks in moſt Places 


4 were divided according to the Extent of the Ponti- 

bh, ew Juriſdiction, which correſponded with the Civil 
ower. _ 

* Dr. Warren, pag. 2, is too poſitive That 

for Ml Epiicopacy was the only Government in the 

ure * Church for fifteen Hundred Years, after the 

che Time of the Apoſtles ; for ſeveral pious Men 


have, from Time to Time, given their Teſtimon 
againſt the Corruption of the Goſpel, but they 
have been barbarouſly perfecuted and N at 


* the N of the Pontifical Biſho 2 tor In- 

* ſtance, Albigenſes, and r 

1 I ſhall end tha Article, b oy taking Notice of the 

<4 in ontemptible and opprobious Name Dr. Warren gives 

Pre- the Apoſtles of the Son of God, whom he calls 
and ->15SARTES, pag. 74. But, on Yother Side, he 


not ſparing of his Praiſes in Commendation of 
ne Biſhops, whom he 3 upon a Level with Kings, 
and 


on as the N 
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and Princes, Angels, and Jesvs. CyrisT, yea, 
above GOD Almighty, as thou may*ft ſee by 
this, which follows. Fa G76 
Our preſent Biſhops are generally of remark- 
able Humility, Meekneſs, and univerſal Good- 
neſs, p. 34, 41.—Slights put upon Biſhops, are not 
not only Evil in themſelves, butof dangerous Con- 
ſequence. to us, as tending directly to Hereſy and 
Schiſm, P. -40. —— The Biſhop is your King, 
and accordingly Biſhop's Chairs of Old were 
called Thrones, p. 45. — We are to receive a 
Biſhop, even as an Angel, p. 41. - We are to 
account Biſhops the Mouth of God, and to ho- 
nour them as Gods, p. 45. All of you 
follow the Biſhop, as, Jzsvs Cnr1sT did GOD 
© the Father; the Preſbytery, as the Apoſtles, 
f. 53. —— The Biſhop is Papa, as much as to 
« ſay, Father of Fathers, that is, of Preſbyters, 
p. 43. — When we pray to God, we are taught 
« by his Eternal Son, to call him our Father. 
How honourable a Title therefore muſt Father 
* of Fathers be, p. 43. . 
I am apt to believe, that this odoriferous Noſegay 
of ſweet-[cented Flowers of choice Eloquence, was 
reſented: by Dr. Warren to his Grand-Papa, at a 
;fitation. Let it be how it will, the Biſbops out 
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of Gratitude, can do no leſs than to remember 
the Mufick. 
It ORDINATION. 


147 T HE Author, in his fourth Chapter, p 62, 
WW does aſſert, That no Man is a lawful Miniſter, 
114 | but he that has receiv'd his Licence, or Pater! 
{| for that Office from the Apoſtles, or their Suc- 
« ceflors, in a continued and uninterrupted Line. 


2. Thar 
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2. Tara (tus of Laymen appointing one 
« to be their Miniſter, is an Error, Nonſenſe, and 
6 Nauru; P. 65, 78. Wap: | 

3. Tnar fora Layman to preach without an 
« Epiſcopal Call, muſt not only be impudent 
« Boldneſs, but an hainous Sin, daring Arrogance, 
and a dangerous Preſumption, an evil Uſurpa- 
« pation, - 63, 64, 76. | 

can't imagine what makes Dr. Warren fly into 
ſuch a Faſſton, and forget his uſual Calmneſs. 

I agree with him, that in every Congregation or 
Aſſembly, there are to be certain Rules, or Me- 
thods, to prevent Confuſion or Diſorder, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 33. But all pious and ſincere Chriſtians being 
equally acceptable to God, it does not appear by 
the Scripture, that the Management of our Rel:- 
gious Exerciſes be neceſſarily reſtrain'd to any par- 
ticular Set of Men. What ſhould hinder a ſerious 
Layman, if the Brethren think fit, to be the Mouth 
of the Congregation in Prayers, Thankſgiving, and 
Exhortations to Piety, and Godlineſs. 

Bur, ſaith Dr. Warren, p. 65, To do it Pub- 
« lickly, and Authoritatively, requires ſpecial De- 
< ſignation to it.” What does he mean by his 
Cramp-word, Authoritatively ? Are not the Notes, 
or Holy H ritings, which the Apoſtles have left be- 
hind them, ſuthcient, with the Help of the Holy 
Spirit, to guide and inſtruct the Layman in the 
Method, and right Way of praiſing God, and ad- 
moniſhing his Fellow-Chriſtians to live ſoberly, c. 


Do the PRIESsTSs pretend to go by another Rule? 


Way ſhould the very ſame Words have a greater 
Force, and Authority, coming from the Ordinated 
Lips of Dr. It arren, than from the Mouth of a 
grave, and ſerious Layman, who has an audible 
oice, and a good Delivery, and who does not 
ſpeak [erfunforie? = 
2 I readily 
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I readily grant, that the Apoſtles had a ſpecia! 
Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel, and to lay the 
Foundation of the Church, Matt. xxviii, 19, Go 
ye therefore and diſciple all Nations; but how does 
it appear, that this Charter was to be for ever ex- 
cluſrve of all others, except the A/igns of the 
Apoſtles in a certain Series? Would not ſuch a 
Grant have been inconſiſtent with the Deſign of 
God, that all Nations ſhall come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth, and contrary to the Declaration of 


Irsus Cu xis, Thoſe who are not againſt us, are 
for us? | 


Bur that Jesvs CuRISsr's Words; Go ye, and 


diſciple all Nations, may be ſo comprehenſive as to 
include other, and to reach perhaps to true Believers 
it common, I have, as a Voucher of my Aſſertion, 
a Great Father of the Church, and no leſs than the 
' RECTOR of Stratford Bow in Middleſex, p. 75. / 
TRERE are two other Texts of Scripture, 


which Dr. Warren does repeat very often, ſo much 


Streſs he lays upon them, to prove the Neceſſity 
of an External Miſſion, Heb. 5. 4. No Man taketh 
this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called of God 
from which he concludes, They, that here go with- 
out this Call, run without their Errand. 


I Anſtoer, that thoſe Words are directly applied | 


to JEsUS CHRIST alone, as our High-Prieſt and 
Mediator, in which Capacity, he has no Succeſſor. 

The ſecond Text is, How ſhall they preach, ex- 
cept they be ſent? Rom. x. 15. it is plain, by the 
11th, 12th, and 13th Verſes, that the Deſign of the 
Apoſtle Faul is not to determine the Nature of the 
Government of the Church, nor of the Miniſtry, but 
to ſhew that the Calling of the Gentiles to the Gol- 
pel, was foretold by the Prophets, and that they 
were preached unto, by Virtue. of an extraordi. 
nary Commiſſion from Heaven. And what's that 
to the PRIESTS of this Time? 

Three 
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Three Arguments follow, which deſerve Con- 
ſideration, The Church is a Fold, the Members 
« of it a Flock, and its Miniſters Paſtors or Shep- 
« herds 3 but then for Sheep to chuſe and appoint 
« their Shepherds, would ſound harſhly, and in- 
« terfere with the Allegory.” p. 77. Granted, if 
the Prieſt is the only Rational Creature in his 
Pariſh. - | 

Evangelical Miniſters are ſtiled Embaſſadors 
« for Chrilt, 2 Cor. 5. 20. for the People to ap- 
« point Embaſſadors for Kings, would be High- 
Treaſon, p. 69.“ This is a meer Declamation, 
for as the People don't appoint Embafadors for 
Kings, ſo on Yother Side, Kings have never the 
Condeſcention to ſend Embaſſadors to their Subjects. 
The Truth is, that the Exgliſß Word bree: 
is more Empbatical, than the Greek Original; but 
in ſhort, what ſhould King GEORGE think of 
one of his Embaſſadors, who, inſtead of Refiding 
in the foreign Court he is ſent to, would take an 
ignorant and lazy Hireling at a ſmall Salary, and 
commit to him the whole Management of Affairs, 
whilſt he, the Embaſſador, is ſpending in the (oun- 
try, the large Sums of Money he has receiv'd, to 
keep up the Grandeur of his Maſter ? | 

The third N is included in this Queſtion, 
p. 77. I beg of you, in Meekneſs, to prove clear- 
© ly, that any ordinary Lay-men, in common 
0 Ce een or Capacities, did ever ſend out, 
or Ordain a Miniſter in the Primitive Times, or 
do any Miniſterial Offices themſelves.” That I 
am ready to prove with all the Facility in the 
World, provided Dr. Warren be willing to believe 
the Scripture, and not meditate an 78 at the back- 
door of ordinary Layman, and common Circumſtances. 

1- TR Examples of Apollos, and the Apoſtle Faul, 
ſhew that in the primitive Times, Lay-Men have 
taken upon themſelves the Miniſterial Office, with 
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great Approbation, and the Honour and Glor 
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Apoll Los being fervent in the SPIRIT, ſpake 
and. taught diligently the Things of the Lord, know- 
ing only the Baptiſm of John, and be began to ſpeak 
boldly in the Synagogue, Acts xviil. 25, 26. *Tis 
true, that afterwards Aquila and Priſcilla expound- 


ed wnto bim the Way of God more perfectiy, yet ſtill 


he went on PREACHING, without any 
mention being made of his being either Baptized, 
or Ordained, Eſſential Circumſtances, that Doctor 
Warren would not have forgotten, had he been 
Amanuenſis to the Author of the As of the 
„„ 

Ix we believe Dr. Warren, the Apoſtle Paul 
was Ordained at Antioch, a long Time after his 


Converſion, As xiii. 3. and yet *tis certain that 


he had no ſooner embraced the Goſpel, than 


ſtraigbtway he preached Chriſt in the Synagogues, 


that he is the Son of God, and even at Feru/alem, 


under the Noſe of the Apoſtles, who never adviſed 


him To an Ordination, Acts ix. 20, 29. 

Dr. Warren, who cannot deny this Matter of 
Fact, anſwers, * That the Moſt High God, who 
can diſpenſe with his own Rules, did ſend Sau 
to that Work in an extraordinary Way,” P. 77, 78. 
This is nothing elſe but a mere Suppoſition, to ſerve 
a Turn; however, let it be ſo; But why ſhould 
not this be likewife the very Caſe of ſeveral Lay- 
men among us, and in other Places, who may 
preach by a ſpecial Direction, and an inward In- 


fluence of the Spirit? _ 


2. I obſerve, that the 4 0 tles were ſo far from 


Domintering over the Lord's Flock, or calling the 


Lay-men a Dead Weight, as Dr: Warren does think 


fit to do, p. 71. that the Zay-men had their Share 


in the Management of Affairs of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence, as appears by the Choice, and — 
| | | 8 
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of Matthias. If Lay-men may be concerned in the 
Mating of an Apoſile, Why not” of an Ordinary 
Prieſt? | | | 

Tre famous Decree, relating to Circumciſi u, 
and the Ceremonies of the Law, was Enacted in 
the Name of the Apoſtles, the Elders, and the 
whole Church; which laſt Word muſt imply ſome 
Lay-men, Acts xv. 22. | 

TRE Exgliſb Interpreters have, in their Tranſ- 
lation, affected, without Neceſſity, the Uſe ot the 
Word, OR DAITIN ; For ibis Cauſe left I thee in 
Crete, that thou ſhoulde# — Ordain Elders — in 
every City, Tit. i. 3. Whereas the Greek, ſignifies 
only to ſettle, without any Reference to that pom- 

us Formality, which is now and then practiſed at 
Fambeth or. Fulham, in reſpect of Biſhops and 
Prieſts. No doubt, that Settlement was not done 
Arbitrarily, but with the Concurrence of the Lay- 
men, as it Was done in the Election of | Deacons, 
As vi. 5. | 15 KEE epi 
We have in Scripture neither Command for, nor 
Pattern of Ordination, as it is done in our Days 
a fair Indication that it is not of Divine Right. 
Yet ſince Dr. Narren pretends that the Deacons, and 
the Apoſtle Taul, Alls vi. 6. ibid. xiii. 3. were Or- 
dained, let us ſee, whether it was done indepen- 
dently on the Concurrence of the Laymen. | 
Ir appears, that in both Occaſions, the Solem- 
nity was performed by Prayers, and Laying on of 
Hands, not in a by-place, and in Sight of few 
Witneſſes, but in Preſence of the whole Church. 

The Laying on of Hands was an old Fewi/b 
Ceremony, which had in itſelf no intrinſick Virtue, 
entirely depending upon (aſtom, as ſhaking Hands 
with a -Friend in Token of Friendſhip, or like the 
touching the Pater, the Veſſels and Flagons in the 
Communion-Service. | 
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The whole Efficacy did undoubtedly flow from 
the fervent Prayers of the Aſſembly, or rather 
from GOD Almighty, who was graciouſly pleaſed 
to hear the Petitions of his Servants. And if it 
be thought fit to call this Religious Exerciſe an 
Ordination, then I may venture to ſay, that Faul 
and other Servants of the Lord, were as often 
Ordained, as there was a Neceſſity of Begging of 
God a AS upon any New Undertaking. 

Now in thoſe Occaſions, tho? one of the Apoſtles, 
or any other ſerious Man was the Mouth of all the 
Faithful, yet the Prayer being in the Name of the 
whole Congregation, the Multitude, or the Lay- 
men, who joined in the ſame Requeſt, were as much 
concern'd in the Ordination, as he who was the 
Speaker, by Virtue of the Extent and Compreben- 
ſrveneſs of God's Promiſe to ' thoſe who Pray in 
the Spirit, Matt. xvii. 19, PR 
That appears by A#s vi. 5, 6. the Saying pleaſed 
tbe whole Multitude, and they choſe — whom they 
ſet we the Apoſtles ; and when they bad prayed, 
they laid their Hands on them. Where *tis plain, that 
the Acts of Praying, and of Laying on of Hands, 
relate to the whole Church ; that is, as much to the 
Multitude, or Lay-men, as to the Apoſtles. 

In ſhort, the Words are ſo placed, that (to make 
Uſe of the Warrenian Dialect) Should a Jury of 
Critics Go upon this Caſe, How could they bring in 
their Verdict on the Side of the Apoſtles, exclujrvely 
of the Multitude ? 


Excommunication and Abſolution. 


Friend A. C. I have as long as I could, deferr'd 
the Conſideration of this Subject, which I approach 
with a Heart full of Grief, and ſome Tears, when 
Ireflect how many People have been murdered at 
the Inſtigation of the Prieſts, under res ox 
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that pernicious Doctrine, for a ſtupid Opinion did, 
for many hundred Years prevail in the Church, 
that, to diſpute the Legality, Juſtice and Equity 
of the Judgment pronounc'd by the Church-74- 
dicature, was a moſt abominable Crime. And that 
if an Excommunicate, tho* never ſo innocent, did 
not ſubmit to the * Conditions, or Penance 
impoſed upon him, in order to his Reconciliation, 
he ſhould be Damned Eternally. 
But to do Juſtice to Dr. H arren, he affects to 
be very Moderate, and to carry his Demand no 
further, than a Fower given by GOD Almighty 
to his Miniſters to condemn Sinners, and to abſolve 
thoſe who truly Repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
Holy Goſpel. Vet I do not think fit to leave him 
and his Brethren in quiet Poſſeſſion of that Privi- 
lege, which is no where entred in the Divine Re- 
cords, and 1s of a very dangerous Conſequence. 
I'anr afraid, the Frieſts may hereafter revive 
their old Pretenſious, that it belongs only to the 


1 Church, to determine Autboritatively what is Sin, 
55 and to judge whether the Excommunicate be truly 
1e Penitent or not. And alſo to impoſe upon him a 
Penance adequate to his Faults, (for Penance, I 
7 find, by p. 104, 1s requiſite.) And, laſtly, that 
of the Pardon is void and null, except it be Furidi- 
mM cally pleaded in the Miniſterial Court. | 
ly I am juſtly alarm'd by Dr. Warren's big Words, 
Where the Holy Man condemns, God ratifies. 
for in his Dictionary, a Frieft and a Holy Man are 
ſynonymous Words.] They who here allow not a 
Divine Sentence to back the Human- turn 
d © [the Words] ſpoken by God's eternal Son, into 
ich a Loud Nothing, or poor Impertinence; and as 
zen * many as do that, muſt ſuppoſe the Holy Ghoſt 
al puts a Cheat upon Men too, at. the fame Time, 
Lo and condemn him as Guilty of baſe Colluſion.“ 


p. 87, 88. 
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VU pon that Account, I deſire nothing elſe but to 
come to a fair Reckoning with Robert Warren; and 
as the Reaſons, which are commonly al ledged for Ex- 
communication, and Abſolution, have one and the fame 
Foundation, I fhall examine them promiſcuouſiy, 
without any particular Diſtinction, as they come. 
Dr. Warren gives, with a great deal of Warmth, 
the Negative to Lay-Elders, as not fit to be Mi- 
niſters of ExcouMUNfCAT LON, Nor 1s it ;/aith 
be, ſo agreeable, that they ſhould, for that be- 
ing Spiritual, for any to inflict it but Spiritual 
< Perſons, to whom our Lord committed it, would 
« ſeema Ar ng it below its Kind,” p. 89. Poor 
Man! He forgets that the Church is Muzzled, 
and that King GroRGE is the Grand Lay-Elder 
< of the Nation, and under him all the Lay-Chan- 
© cellors. a | 
Prieftly Excommunication is grounded upon no 
politive Command of Scripture, as I hope to prove: 
Shutting Sinners, or pretended Sinngrs, out of any 


| Congregation, is an Human Inſtitution, depending 


on the Nature of all Companies, which are au— 
thoriz'd to make By- Lats for Self-Preſervation ; 
and that Sentence iſſuing from a particular Society, 
cannot bind the Body of the Univerſal Church. 
This Sort of Excommunicatian does not put the 
Excommunicate in a worſe (ondition before God, than 
he was before; except this, that due Admonitions 
being given to Sinners, who have no Room left to 
plead Ignorance, may prove a ſtrong Aggravation 
of their Crimes, if they don't Repent. 
However, I am of the Opinion, that if the 
Prieſts have received, for Excommunicatiion, and 
' Abſolution, a Spiritual Charter from Heaven, Ex- 


elufrvely of Lay-Elders; tis not in the Power of 


any Mortal upon Earth to ſuperſede it. Let us 
then ſee calmly, what Reaſons the Author can muſter 
in Favour of this pretended Authority. They are 

ik ; about 
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ö about five in Number, two of which, namely, the 
firſt and the laſt, are meer Warreniſms. | 
- 1: Tux firſt Reaſon is grounded upon the Ho- 
2 neſty of the Church, which no Body in goed Manners, 
b ought to bring in queſtion. p. 58. * The Church 

« openly avows, and every Day proclaims, in hun- 
„ d reds of Places, that the Power of abſolving 
i- « Penitents from their Sins, is lodged by God him 
5 « ſelf in his Prieſts; and then the Power of Bindi 


e- « or retaining the ſame muſt be ſo too—— The aſ- 
al ſiduous ſolid Uſage of our Church may be looked 
d upon as one ſubſtantial Argument to prove, 
or that all ſuch Men can ſay againſt this miniſterial 


A, Power, is extravagantly weak and wild. And 
ler « therefore, her plain and honeſt Members having 
in- ſo clear. a Proof of this Matter, may rely upon 
its Strength, and ſo maintain their Ground, h 
no « a well fixed Confidence againſt all Objeftors. For 
being under Covert of ſo ſtrong a Defence, they 
may reſolutely defy the furious Attacks of the 


ing Bold.“ Verily I believe, Dr. Robert Warren would 
au- make a tolerable good JzsviTe. 1 
Mn 3 II. Tt three next Arguments having a ſeeming 
ty, . Scripture, are intituled to more Re- 
P ct. lake, | 
the eh Tf thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and 
han tell bim his Fault between thee and bim ulon e If 
ions be will not hear thee, take with thee one or Iwo more 
ic to be ſball neglect to hear-them, tell it unto the Churob, 
tion Wl but if be neglect to hear the Church, let bim be unto 
thee as an Heathen Man, and a Publican, Mat. xviii. 
" the 1, 16, 17. Upon which, Dr. Warren-makes this 
and Commentary, Our deareſt Lord made it a ſtand- 
Ex- © ing Rule, that the Chriſtian offending God, and 
er of his Neighbour, and refuſing to make Amends 
et us © upon Admonition before Witneſſes, ſhall be 
uſter brought to the Church udicature This Ap- 
y are peal thus directed by him, forcibly implies, that 


11 the 
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< the Church has Puniſhment for the Obſtinate, 

86. 

x; The Words of Jeſus Chriſt prove the Truth of 
the Alkoran of Mahomet, as much as the Reality 
of the Church, Fudicature. 

WP 4 Chriſt ſpeaks only of Differences between 

Goff i Dr. Warren adds ſlily [Sins againſt 

to enlarge the Power of the Clergy, and 
hors them Judges of Conſciences, at _ Will 
and Pleafure. 

The Word Church, is never taken in the New 
Teſtament for the Clergy, and I wonder at Dr, 
Warren's Confidence, to ſay p. 92. And ſo Church 
* 1s commonly taken for the Governours of it, and 
« is uſed] in that Senſe in the 34th Arrticle of our Re- 
y 1 ion.“ A fine Story indeed, that the Scripture 

be interpreted by the Thirty Nine Articles. 
oy Rule of Jeſus Chriſt, which Grotius pre- 
tends to have been borrow'd from the Cuſtom and 
Practice of the Zews was given to the Diſciples, who 
were then all Lay-men ; for, at that Time, there 
was properly no Chriſt tian Church, except we a 
that Jeſus Chriſt and his Diſciples made up the 
Church ; but our Saviour never pretended to Bare 
any Power of Judicature. 

The Church, or Aſſemby here meant, muſt be 
the private Synagogues or Schools, which the People 
_ frequented for their better Inſtruction in the Law 
of Moſes, to the Management and Oeconomy of 
which Places, the Preſence and Approbation of 
the Prieſts were not neceſſa 

Ha p Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, if he neglect to hear the 
Church, let the Church declare him an Feather 
and a Publican 3 no doubt, in that Caſe, Dr. Warren 


would have been more than ordinaril clamorous 


about the Church Judicature, but the Power 1s 
given exclufively of all others, to the Plaintiff, or 
: roſecutor. L bim * unto thee as an Hea . &c. 
925 ERE 
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HRE is a Warrant of Condemnation and Execu- 
5 tion, ſigned and delivered by Jeſus Chriſt to a pri- 
yate Brother; and what's that Penalty? No doubt 
4 very mild one, proportionable to the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, which is remarkable in this Chapter, 
where wehave nothing but Admonitions to Charity, 
Humility, Self-denial, Forbearance, Peace and Qui- 
ztneſs. This is the true Key to come at the Mean- 
ing of the Words. | 
Therefore, Friend A. C. obſerve, that the Jews 
were then ſubject to the Roman Empire, and that 
the Tax-gatherers being appointed by the Gover- 
nour and Commiſſioners, were protected in all their 
arbitrary Proceedings, upon which Account, it 
was better to ſuffer Wrong with Submiſſion, than 
to run the Risk not only to be caſt, but alſo to pay 
Coſts and Damages. In ſhort, the Saying of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſeems to come to this, viz. If thy Brother 
will not hearken to the Advice of ſo many Friends, 
bear the Injury with as much Patience as if thou 
had receiv*d it from an Heathen Man and a Publi- 
can, who is encouraged by the Government, and 
againſt whom there is no Remedy. This is true 
and Evangelical Paſſive-Obedience, and Non-Rejiſt- 
ance, ſo much inſiſted upon in Mat. v. 39, 40, 41. 
2. The ſecond Proofof Church-Fudicature is taken 
be from Mat. xviii. 18. Verily I ſay unto'you, whatſo- 
ple ¶ ver ye ball bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, 
aw and whatſcever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed 
of i Heaven. tr 465 
of Dr. Warren is ſo pleas'd with this Text, that he 
prints the Words in very large Characters, and re- 
the peats them continually, as an ananſwerable Argu- 
hey ment. OR lg. 
ren His Misfortune is to cry Victory a little too 
dus ſoon, for there are two great Omiſſions in his Way 
- is Jof reaſoning: fr, he ſhould prove (without bein 
or ſo obtreperons) that by binding and looſening, we mu 


% 


underſtand 


1725 


underſtand een e and Abſolution, 
which I do poſitively deny. Secondly, that the 
Men, who Jeſus Chrilt ſpoke to, were all in Or. 
ders of Biſhop or Frieſt, whereas, as I have ob- 
ſerv'd \- "or he addreſſes himſelf to his Diſciples, 
that is, to a Multitude of ſuch Perſons who con- 
ftantly followed r and who were then all Lay. 
rl 
Ir is not ſaid, whomſoever ye foal! bind ye ſhall 
looſe, but in the Neuter- Gender, whatſoever, &c. 
Now let but one ſingle Place of Scripture be pro. 
duc'd, where to bind and looſen any Thing, is taken 
for che Condemnation, and the Abſolution of any 
Man? Is it lawful to tack- an Arbitrators Senſe to 
the Words of D rote in a Point of ſuch an Im} 
rer 2 

According to che Genius of the Eaſtern Nations, 
we: have, in ths holy Writings, ſeveral metaphori- 
cal Expreſſions borrowed from their different Nie. 
thods o faſtning-and opening Houſes. 

The Key! is ſometimes an Emblem of a certain Poſt 
or Dignity, Iſa. xxil. 22. The Key of the Houſe of 
David 1 Tia upon his Shoulder, ſo he ſhall oper 
and none ſhall hut, &c. And amongſt us, the Ke 
is the Badge of the King's, or Queen's Chamberlain, 

IT — the Sign or Token of any Rabbi or 
Maſter, who had a da for teaching Divinity, 
according to the Law of Moſes. In Allufion to 
that Cuſtom, Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks againſt the Scribe: 
Mat. xxiii. 13. Luke xi. 52. and alſo promiſes the 
Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven to the Apoſtle Peter, 
upon the Account of nnn authorized to preach 
the Goſpel. 5 1 5 

In Conſequence of a like Simile, looſenin A. Bind. 
ing is underſtood of the ſweet Influences of Heaven, 
Canſt thou bind the feveet a of Pleiades, er 
looſe i Band- f 1 Rr rü Fr. 
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TRIs is eaſily applied to the Words of Chriſt, 
which no Body can deny to be metaphorical, what- 


ſoever ye hall bind: For they ſeem to be a ſpecial 


Promiſe, that God Almighty would take a particu- 
lar Care of his Diſciples in all their Neceſſities, and 
at their Requeſt, would pour his Bleſſings upon them, 
and put a Stop to their Troubles and Aflictions. As 
if there were two large Channels reaching from 
Heaven to the Earth, and that the Faithful could 
by their hearty Prayers looſen or reſtrain, the Bands 
of their Gates. 

Tax Truth of my Explanation appears by the 
Connexion of the following Verſe, A ain I ſay unto 
you, that, if two or three of you ſhall agree on Earth, 
as touching any 7. bing that they ſhall ast, it ſhall be 
done for them of my Father, which is in Heaven, Mat. 
xvii. 19. 

— tell me, that the Word again denotes a 
different Subject; for it is put here emphatically, 
for a ſtrong Affirmation and Explication, as thou 
mayſt ſee Heb. i. 5. 1 Jobn ii. 8. 

3. The laſt Text of Scripture is, Whoſoever Sins 
ye remit, they are remitted, and whoſoever Sins ye re- 
tain, they are retained, John xx. 23. 8 

Bur Br. Warren does not ſeem to lay any great 
Streſs upon it. No doubt heis ſenſible of that infal- 
lible Maxim, Quod nimis rer nibil probat. Ei- 
ther the Prieſts have an unlimited Charter to pardon 
Sins, or none at all; for the Terms being abſolute, 
and not conditional, whoſoever Sins ye remit, &c. in 
caſe they had in the Original the very ſame Import, 
as in the Engliſb, it would neceſſarily follow, that 
Dr. Warren, who pretends to be one of the Ahigns 
and Succeſſors to * Apoſtles, has not barely re- 
ceiv*d Power and Commandment from God, to de- 
clare and pronounce to his People being penitent, 
the Abſolution and Remiſſion of their Sins, but 
that he is inveſted with * Authority to pardon all 


Sins 
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Sins peremptorily, .let Men be penitent or not peni- 
tent; and alſo to retain,their Sins, that is, to ſend 
them into Eternal Fire, though they ſhould truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe the Holy Goſpel. 

Bur, as theſe Pretenſions are very ſhocking, and 
directly contrary to the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo 
"tis plain, that his Words muſt have another Mean. 
ing. Conſider, that in the Scripture, Sin being 
very often taken for the Puniſhment of Sin, the 
7Zews attributed the Cauſe of moſt Diſtempers, to 
the Crimes which had been committed, either by 
the ſick Perſon, or by his Parents, Jobn ix. 2. 
2 Cor. v. 21. Upon that Account it is eaſy to judge 
that the Deſign of our Saviour is to grant to his 
Apoſtles, the Gift of curing Diſeaſes, as *tis poll. 
tively declar*d upon the very ſame Occaſion, Mark 
xvi. 18. They hall lay Hands on the Sick, and 
they ſhall recover. They had. alſo the Power. of 
retaining Sins, that is, to forbear the Cure, if they 
thought it convenient; or to infliz# miraculouſly 
a bodily Diſtemper, upon thoſe who were ſcanda- 
lous, as upon the. /nceſtuous of Corinth, according | 
to the general Opinion of moſt Divines. 1 Cor. v. 5. | 

III. Tris makes an End of all the Scripture 
Proofs that Dr. Warren has thought fit to offer. 
But all on a Sudden, the Man is ſeized with a vio- 
lent Fit of the Hypo, and brinps in very ſeriouſly 
ſuch a dreadful Argument, or Dilemma, as wou'd 
make the very Hair of ones Head ſtand on End, 
which is, Either confeſs, that we have the Power 
of Excommunication, and of Abſolution, or 
dare ſay, that the Prieſts have been, and are till 
the greateſt Rogues in the World. 4 

Bur, for Fear of any Miſtake, I'll repeat his 
own Words, p. 59. If that be true, which ſome 
< proclaim, that our Prieſts have no Right to ab- 
£ ſolve from Sin, and that in challenging it, they 
6 are falſe Pretenders, and what they do of that 

| | as Nature 
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Nature is by a Power incompetent, Lord! 
What abominable Wretches do they make them 
« For then as they daily trick People with ſham 
« Abſolutions and only tantalize and abuſe 
their departing Souls by a Piece of Sacriligious 
Fiction, or Mockery, ſo they will be branded 
« for moſt Helliſn Cheats, or a Crew of Blind, Spi- 
« ritual Juglers, baſe and villanous beyond Ex- 
« preſſion | ; p = 

Dr. Robert Warren ſeems to be in Deſpair, and 
to have an ill Deſign apo his Spirituality, and that 


of his Brethren ; I muſt in Love and Charity, in- 
* 


terpoſe. | 

| No manner of Doubt, but formerly ſome of 
the Prieſts have claimed the Power of Excommuni- 
on and Abſolution, out of Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
but I am perſwaded, that moſt of them are led by 
Prejudices of Education, and that, tho* they be 
miſtaken in their Notions, yet their Heart being 
ſincere, and having nothing in View, but the 
Truth, they do not deſerve the opprobrious Name 
of VIILAINS. I pray God Almighty to give them a' 
better Underſtanding. | 
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A Kind IN VITAT ION 70 
Dr. Robert Warren, to come over to 


the People called Quakers. 
FxiEnD A. C. 


Js Time to conclude this long Letter, 
8 and to tell thee in few Words, what 

is my Reſolution. 1 8 
DR. WAREN makes a great Noife about 
Epiſcopacy, Ordination, and Apoſtelical rm 

fion, repeating continually, No Man taket 

this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called 
« of God—How ſhall they preach except they 
© be ſent.“ Is he not ſenſible, that the Doctrine 
of Uninterrupted Succeſſion is not only a meer 
Chimera, but alſo no leſs a Piece of bold Au- 

raucè than the Dogm of Tranſub/tantiation ? 
Tt moſt ancient and illuſtrious Families 
of Europe, can hardly trace their Pedigree to 
one Thouſand Years, without ſome Lacunes. 
O (trange! If in the /prrituul Genealogy of 
Iiefts, when we conſider the vaſt Number 
of Schiſms that have been in the Church, there 
were no In;ruders 7 beſides, this is to be ob- 
ſcrv'd, that a beautiful, and well ſhaped 
Child, may be lamfullj begotten by a Baſtard; 
but, in the Prieſthood, Spiritual Baſtards can 
get 
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get nothing elſe but a ſpurious Breed for ever. 
Nemo dat, quod non habet. 


Tis very certain, that when we look i im- 
mediately behind us, a Space of one Hundred 
Years does juſtly appear a very long Time; 
and we freely own, that notwithſtandin the | 
Help of a vaſt Number of Books and | 
— and Tradition, et we are — 
ignorant of the Tranſactions of thoſe Days. 
And do not Gharch-Divines ſweat to make 
good the Ordination of Archbiſhop PARKER, 
in Queen Elizaberb's Time? _ 

Bur which is very odd, as ſoon as we g 
up as far as Fifteen 22 Tears ago, then 
we are ready to believe, that the People of 
the fourth Century (with few, or no Books to 
direct them) muſt have known exactly what 
was done in the Church ſince Jeſus Chriſt, 
and be thoroughly acquainted with the true 
Names of the Biſbops in all Places, and of ie: 
Lawfulneſs of their Ordination. 

Ir the Romariſts are at a Loſs, how to ac- 
count for the pretended pes 4 Succeſſors 
of Peter in the See of Rome, What {hall we 
ſay of any other Country? 

Now, I am willing to put the Controverſy: 
upon this fair and ſhort Iſſue, whenever Ro- 
bert Sony ſhall think fit to ace the Pro- 

ſa 
3 Dr. 1 does clearly, and without 
pleading Conjectares and Probabilities upon 
his Oath, or Affirmation, deliver an exact Liſt 
of his ſpiritual Anceſtorz, who can be no lels, 


than 
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than two hundred Men, to the Time of the 
# Apoſtles, and bring Aathentick Records of 
| their reſpect ive Ordinations, with the neceſſary 
il Circumſtances, and the Teſtimony of Contem. 
I! porary Writers, or He- Mitneſſes: Then, upon 
ſuch a Demonſtration, I do hereby ſincerely 
promiſe to become a true Charehman, and to 
i # ſubmit to ſuch a Penance as Dr. Warren ſhall 
1 think convenient, before he does authoritat ive- 
ly give me the AssOoLUT ION. . 
Bur Vice Verſa, Idemand, and that is the 
Condition of this Propoſal, that Robert Mar. 
ren ſhall engage, in Caſe he is found defici- 
ent in his Proofs, and his /piritual Pedigree be 
doubtful, to lay down his Gown, quit all his 
Benefices, and come over to the good People 
called QuAK ERS, who will run more than 
half Way to receive him. 1 M2006 
I am afraid Dr. Warren will not have the 
Courage to part with Four Hundred Pounds a 
Year, tho? that LH would properly be a 
great Gain to his Soul. However, the leaſt 
Thing he can do, is to burn publickly all his 
Papers which are full of that frivolous Doctrine, 
and like an honeſt Man, to get into his Pulpit, 
and there and then declare, with an gudible 
Voice, that he lays Claim to no more, than 
to be a Parliamentary Prieſt, ordained by a 
Parliamentary Biſhop, and that he begs God's 
Pardon, and he is very ſorry, and repenting 
from the Bottom of his Heart, to have, at 
any Time, pretended to a ſpecial Charter Tet 
Fo OT FJ. © | A 
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Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles; excluſively of 
grave and ſerious Perſons, commonly called 
Lay-men; and moreover, that he is reſolved 
to do ſo no more, but rather to make all his 
Endeavours to convert his Brethren. 

1 hope, Friend A. C. this is ſufficient to 
anſwer thy Deſires: The Peace of God be 
with thee, and thy Family. 


I am thy Friend, 
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